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Department of Applied Economics 940 Edgewater Address
University of Minnesota St. Paul, MN  55126
249f Classroom Office Building
1994 Buford Avenue Phone:  (651) 484-6215
St. Paul, MN  55108-6040

Phone:  (612) 625-0231 PERSONAL
Fax:  (612) 625-6245 Born February 6, 1950
email:   rking@umn.edu Married to Jane R. King

Children:  Sarah and Daniel

EDUCATION
Yale University; New Haven, Connecticut B.A., 1972

(Anthropology) cum laude
Michigan State University; East Lansing, Michigan M.S., 1977

(Agricultural Economics) 
Michigan State University; East Lansing, Michigan Ph.D, 1979

(Agricultural Economics) 

AREAS OF PROFESSIONAL WORK
Management Information Systems, Agribusiness Management, Managerial Economics, Decision
Theory, Quantitative Methods.
 

HONORS AND AWARDS
National Merit Scholarship, 1968-1972; Outstanding Master's Thesis Award, American
Agricultural Economics Association, 1978; Award for Faculty Excellence, College of Arts,
Humanities, and Social Sciences, Colorado State University, 1982; Search for Excellence
Award, Oregon State University Extension Association, 1992; Distinguished Teaching Award,
College of Agricultural Food, and Environmental Sciences, University of Minnesota, 1996;
Weed Science Society of America Award of Excellence for Outstanding paper Published in
Weed Science, 1998; Van Buren Lecturer, Department of Agricultural Economics, Ohio State
University, 1998; Visiting Lecturer, Cooperative Education Series, Department of Agricultural
Economics, Kansas State University, 1999; Best Paper Award, Food Distribution Research
Society, 2004.

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Professor, Department of Applied Economics, University of Minnesota, St. Paul, Minnesota. 
Teaching and Research.  2008-present. 
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Professor and Department Head, Department of Applied Economics, University of Minnesota,
St. Paul, Minnesota.  Teaching, Research and Extension.  2004-2008. 

Professor and holder of E. Fred Koller Chair in Agricultural Management Information Systems,
Department of Applied Economics, University of Minnesota, St. Paul, Minnesota.  Teaching and
research.  1989-2004.

Visiting Professor, Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, Oregon State
University, Corvallis, Oregon.  Extension and research.  1990-91.

Visiting Professor, Department of Farm Management, Wageningen Agricultural University, The
Netherlands.  Research.  1987.

Associate Professor and holder of the E. Fred Koller Chair in Agricultural Management
Information Systems, Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics, University of
Minnesota, St. Paul, Minnesota.  Teaching and research.  1983-89.

Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Colorado State University, Fort Collins,
Colorado.  Teaching and research.  1979-83.

TEACHING RESPONSIBILITIES
ApEc 1905 The Omnivore’s Dilemma: Alternative Paths for the U.S. Food System, 2007
ApEc 3002 Applied Microeconomics:  Managerial Economics, 1990, 1992-99, 2000, 2002,

2009
ApEc 5811 Cooperative Organization
ApEc 8200 Dynamic Optimization, 1999
ApEc 8206 Dynamic Optimization Applications in Economics and Management, 2007
ApEc 8288 Dynamic Production Economics, 1984-89, 1991-98
ApEc 8382 Seminar:  Production Economics, 1986, 1988-90, 1992-93, 1996-98
ApEc 8802 Managerial Economics, 2000-2002
ApEc 8804 Managerial Economics, 2003-2005
ApEc 8902 Graduate Seminar, Ph.D. Program, 1999-2002
ApEc 8991 Advanced Topics in Applied Economics: Dynamic Optimization, 2006.
Agro 3131 Student Organic Farm Planning, Growing and Marketing (also listed as Agro 5131,

Hort 3131, and Hort 5131), 2009

SELECTED SERVICE ACTIVITIES
Director of Graduate Studies, Agricultural and Applied Economics, 1994-97
Departmental Undergraduate Committee, 1999-present
Departmental Promotion and Tenure Committee, 1998-2000 (Chairperson, 1999-2000)
Departmental Seminar Committee, 1999-2001 (Chairperson, 1999-2001), 2008
Steering Committee, The Retail Food Industry Center, 1996-present.
Graduate School Fellowship/Dissertation Fellowship Committee, 1999-2001.
Executive Vice President and Provost Conflict Review Committee, 1999-2002 (Chairperson,

1999-2002).
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Graduate School Outstanding Dissertation Committee, 2002 - 2004.
Associate Editor, American Journal of Agricultural Economics, 1994-97.
Board of Directors of the Minneapolis Grain Exchange, 1994-1998.
Executive Board, American Agricultural Economics Association, 1999-2002
Editorial Council, Review of Agricultural Economics, 2004-2008.
Board of Directors, Minnesota Institute for Sustainable Agriculture, 2006-present.
NextGen Energy Board, 2007-2009.
Awards Committee, Agricultural and Applied Economics Association, 2008-present

(Chairperson, 2008-present)
Minnesota Organic Advisory Task Force, 2008- present.
NCR-SARE Administrative Council, 2009-present.

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS: 2004-2009
Holland, S. J. and R. King.  “Trading Mechanisms for New-Generation Cooperative Stock: the

Architecture of Organizational Formation and Demise.”  American Journal of
Agricultural Economics, 86(2004):1262-1268.

Hoverstad, T. R., J. L. Gunsolus, G. A. Johnson, and R. P. King.  “Risk-Efficiency Criteria for
Evaluating Economics of Herbicide-Based Weed Management Systems in Corn.”  Weed
Technology, 18(July 2004):687-697.

King, R. P. And T. A. Park.  “Modeling Productivity in Supermarket Operations: Incorporating
the Impacts of Store Characteristics and Information Technologies.”  Journal of Food
Distribution Research, 35(July 2004):42-55.

Zeuli, K. A. and R. P. King.  “The Impact of Organizational Form on Producer Contracting
Decisions.”  Canadian Journal of Agricultural Economics, 52(July 2004):147-164.

King, R. P., E. S. Leibtag and A. S. Behl.  Supermarket Characteristics and Operating Costs in
Low-Income Areas.  Agricultural Economic Report 839, Washington, DC: U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Economic Research Service (2004).

Holland, S. J. and R. P. King.  “Co-op Stock Exchange: Why Choice of Trading Rules Matters
for New-Generation Co-op Stockholders.”  Rural Cooperatives, 72(January/February
2005):12-14.

King, R. P. and L. N. Venturini.  “Demand for Quality Drives Changes in Food Supply Chains.”
in New Directions in Global Food Markets, edited by A. Regmi and M. Gehlhar. 
Agriculture Information Bulletin 794.  Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Economic Research Service (2005):18-31.

Berti, A, M. Canavari and R. P. King.  “The Supply Chain for Parmigiano-Reggiano Cheese in
the United States.”  in Food, Agriculture and the Environment: Economic Issues, edited
by E. Defrancesco, L. Galletto, and M. Thiene.  Milano, Italy: Universita di Padova,
Dipartimento Territorio e Sistemi Agro-forestali; Fondazione Cassa di Risparmio di
Padova e Rovigo; FrancoAngelli (2005):117-133.
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Hoverstad, T. R., G.A. Johnson, J. L. Gunsolus, and R. P. King.  “Evaluating the Economic Risk
of Herbicide-Based Weed Management Systems in Corn and Soybean Using Stochastic
Dominance Testing.”  Weed Technology, 20(April-June 2006):422-429.

King, Robert P., Ge B.C. Backus, and Monique A. Van der Gaag.  “Incentive Systems for Food
Quality Control with Repeated Deliveries: Salmonella Control in Pork Production.” 
European Review of Agricultural Economics, 34(March 2007):81-104.

Ortmann, G.F. and Robert P. King.  “Agricultural Cooperatives I: History, Theory and
Problems.”  Agrekon, 46(March 2007):18-46.

Park, Timothy A. and Robert P. King.  “Evaluating Food Retailing Efficiency: The Role of
Information Technology..”  Journal of Productivity Analysis, 27(April 2007):101-113.

Ortmann, G.F. and Robert P. King.  “Agricultural Cooperatives II: Can They Facilitate Access of
Small-Scale Farmers in South Africa to Input and product Markets?”  Agrekon, 46(June
2007):219-244.

King, Robert P., G.B.C. Backus, and Monique van der Gaag.  “Incentive Systems for Food
Quality Control with Repeated Deliveries:  Salmonella Control in Pork Production.” 
European Review of Agricultural Economics 34(March 2007): 81-104.

Backus, G.B.C. and Robert P. King.  “Producer Incentives and Plant Investments for Salmonella
Control in Pork Supply Chains.  European Review of Agricultural Economics 
35(December 2008): 547-562.

Durham, Catherine, Robert P. King, and Cathy A. Roheim.  Consumer Definitions of ‘Locally
Grown’ for Fresh Fruits and Vegetables.” Journal of Food Distribution Research
XL(March 2009): 56-62.


